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was the musical one. Not only in the

general singing exercises with which

each session was opened, but also in the

solos and the choice instrumental assist-

ance, the proceedings were enlivened

and elevated most delightfull)'. Every

performer and every participant is en-

titled to great credit for valued assist-

ance rendered, and the committee hav-

ing the whole matter in charge acquitted

themselves of a great amount of work in

the most successful and praiseworthy

manner.

MY FIRST SACRIFICE.

When I was a little girl, not quite

four years old, we moved to Kirtland

and boarded in the family of Brother

Hyrum Smith. He was very kind in

his family, but very firm in the princi-

ples of his belief.

One day he came across my dollie

lying on the stairs, where I had left her

to go and play with some little girls.

As I remember it. Brother Smith was

quite annoyed at the sight. But, as I

was so very young, there might have

been other things, of which I knew

nothing, which had vexed him, and

caused him, just as I came along to

claim my treasure, to say some strong

words, which I took wholly to heart as

a rebuke to myself for playing with

dolls. My mother, too, being an ex-

ceedingly sensitive woman, must have

felt the force of Brother Smith's re-

marks very much as I did; for she

wanted me to give up my precious

dollie. Sister Smith also chimed in

with my mother, and offered me a new

dress if I would give up playing with

dolls.

But that was no temptation to me. I

was the only child. My father had died

before I could remember. We had left

all our relatives and friends in our native

state. My mother and my doll were all

I had to love; and to think of parting

with my doll seemed too bad for any-

thing.

M}' mother had occupied much time

in reading to me and in telling me
those interesting Bible stories so pleas-

ing to children. I was familiar with

the faithfulness of Daniel, the patience

of Job, Joseph in Egypt and Eli's

wicked children. So, in this trial,

mother referred me to the Bible, as

was usual on such occasions, and told

me how displeased the Lord was with

those who disobeyed His command-
ments. She read to me, "Thou shalt

not make any graven image," etc.

This was surely a commandment.
May be, (I thought), my dollie was too

much like a graven image; and maybe I

did come too near worshiping her.

My first sacrifice was made. My dol-

lie was put away, and I never saw her

any more.

The spirit of the occasion always

stayed with me; and I have felt troubled

many times when I have considered how
much means is expended for dolls by the

Latter-Day Saints; and have wondered

if there were not other pure spirits be-

sides Brother Smith's who were grieved

at the extravagance. I have raised four

little girls to be mammas, and they only

had two tiny dolls for all of them.

And now I am wondering how many
mothers will counsel with their children

about it; and how many little girls of

Israel will say, "Please Santa Claus,

you need not bring me another doll,"

and will do it because Brother Hyrum
Smith (as a little girl understood him)

thought it was wrong to have dolls to

play with.

M. A. W.
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EDITORIAL THOUGHTS.

A LEADING FEATURE OF THE RECENT SUNDAY

SCHOOL CONVENTION.

President Young is quoted as having

said on one occasion that the younger

generation would progress so fast in mat-

ters pertaining to the Gospel that if the

older folks did not bestir themselves in a

very lively fashion they were likely either

to be run over or left behind. His idea

was not that there would be any lack of

respect and veneration for age or that

the youthful element would become head-

strong and ungovernable; but that, their

opportunities being much better, they

would profit by the experience of their

patents and would have acquired, while

still in childhood, much that the older

ones had learned only at middle age or

later in life, and would therefore have

that much of a start along the path of in-

telligence in righteousness.

A notable proof that he spoke truly

was given at the recent Sunday School

convention held in this city. The
young folks were very much in evidence.

The great majority of the addresses de-

livered, and certainly among the most

enjoyable, were by speakers and Sunday

School workers who would be classed as

belonging to the younger element in the

community. Indeed, it almost seemed

that the younger they were, the better

they acquitted themselves. There was

an earnestness and a spirit in every one

which were altogether admirable. There

was a familiarity with the subject dis-

cussed that denoted thought and study

of the most thorough character. There
was a readiness in delivery and a grasp

of all the features of the topic treated

which showed to eveiy listener that here

were skilled leaders in Sunday School

energy, and that in such hands the ad-

vancement of the children could not but

be swift and certain.

Rarely, if ever, has a more interesting

series of meetings been held in the

Church than the one to which we allude.

The veterans in Sunday School work
were there, full of encouragement and
counsel and blessing; and it must have

warmed their hearts, and did so, to see

how capable their followers in the good

cause have become. The great move-
ment having for its purpose the educa-

tion and training of the youth of Israel

in the plan of salvation through the

medium of the Sabbath School has

ceased to be, if indeed it ever was, an

unappreciated and uncertain factor. It

has grown into a vast system, with all

the aids and methods and appliances

needed to insure its success. Its most

effective and enthusiastic workers are

those who have themselves come up

through the classes of the Sunday School

to the position of teachers and superin-

tendents. They are fresh from the ranks,

so to speak, and are in the best possible

position to know the needs and to supply

the wants of those who are still younger.

That they are equal to the important

task was shown beyond question at this

late convention; and from the meetings

as a whole there cannot be other than

most excellent results to all who attended

and to the cause in general.

GREETINGS.

With profound thanks to the Giver of

all good for His mercies seen and unseen,.
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porch and hung the bag of sundries to

a rafter overhead, and had retreated as

cautiously as he had entered, and

awaited us outside.

Christmas dawned bright and clear,

but the heavy snow that had fallen dur-

ing the night, and the keen frosty air,

made the fireside a welcome place, even

for the most sturdy boys, and so, after

breakfast, we were all gathered round

the great fireplace, with its huge- pine

log all aglow, talking of our presents

with which Santa Claus had filled our

stockings, when in walked Daddy Brown,

wrapped in cape and comforter, with

the exclamation: 'You can't fool me
about who is Santa Claus anj' longer.'

And he grabbed father a.id mother by

the hands and shook them, while the

tegrs streamed down his wrinkled face,

and dripped from the end of his long

white beard.

"Well, that was a happy Christmas for

us all, for we knew that at least two

souls had been made glad, and that our

loved parents would receive the blessings

of those that 'lendeth to the Lord.'"

Julia E. S. Johnson.

TOPICS OF THE TIMES.

DEBT THAT WAS A BENEFIT— CHURCH BONDS.

Nearly thirty years ago was fought

one of the greatest wars of history

—

great in the cost, great in the number
of men slain, and hardly less notable in

the fact that from the very first clash of

arms, victory rested upon the banners

of the same host at the close of each

battle with scarcely an exception. I al-

lude to the conflict between Germany
and France in 1870 and 1871. The re-

sult of that war was that Germany dic-

tated cruel terms to the defeated nation

in the lattei's capital city, taking two

large provinces and exacting a payment

of war expenses amounting to many
millions of dollars. Surprising as had

been the swiftness and completeness

with which Germany humbled the proud

French empire, an event still more sur-

prising came at the close of the struggle.

This was the ease and promptness with

which France paid the enormous debt

which the conquerors demanded. The
commercial world was astounded, and

the victorious nation itself could scarcely

believe its own senses, when within a

very short term millions upon millions

of dollars came pouring into the German
treasury until almost before any one

could realize it the whole vast amount

had been paid.

How was it done?

France argued that with no one else

ought French credit to be so good as

with the French people themselves.

One can always borrow easiest where

one's credit is the best. Those who have

the most faith in the intention and the

ability of the borrower to pay back the

loan, are the most ready to grant it.

Therefore, said the French leaders, if

our own people have confidence in their

nation, they ought to be willing to lend

it money; we would rather pay interest

to them than to any outsider, for in that

way will the money be kept in use at home

and all will be benefited by it; further-

more, they will thus acquire a direct

personal interest in the national welfare,

and ought thereby to be made better

citizens; we will try to borrow from our

own people. So they offered bonds of

various amounts, some small, some

large, pledging the national credit and

honor that the interest would be paid at

regular intervals, and the principal in a

certain number of years.

The French people were thrifty then

as now. The peasants had been able to

save a little month by month, so had the
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artisans, the tradesmen, the farmers, the

manufacturers, and the merchants, and

of course the wealthier classes had a

little surplus which they could command.
No sooner was the offer made than it

found acceptance. Sums of money be-

gan to flow in from all directions in ex-

change for the government bonds. Soon
the entire amount had been raised, and

Germany's claim was paid. Thousands

of poor families in France had converted

their little savings into an interest-bear-

ing bond, which the government stood

good for, and they had become corres-

pondingly enriched. The resources of a

country were never more eloq\iently

shown, and the condition of the French

nation is actually declared to have been

better after paying Germany's demands
than before. It is even stated by good

authority that the settlement of the

mighty war debt was a greater benefit to

France who paid it than to Germany
who received it.

Owing to circumstances which will be

understood by all except the most youth-

ful readers, the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints has been for a num-
ber of years past in the position of a

borrower of money. These circum-

stances may be briefly alluded to as the

period of bitter persecution which ex-

isted a few years ago; the confiscation

of a large amount of Church property

and the costly expenses connected there-

with in lawsuits, etc.; and the assist-

ance rendered to deserving enterprises

in which the Church was interested and

which without further aid would have

had to suspend. To this might be added

a long list of expenses in supporting

Church schools, assistance given towards

the building of houses of worship in

various stakes, etc., all of which has

occurred during a time of widespread

business depression and great scarcity

of money— a prolonged spell of what is^

usually called "hard times." Instead of

continuing the policy of borrowing here

and there, the minds of the leading:

brethren have lately been led to the

idea of issuing Church bonds; and after

a careful study of the whole subject, this

has been decided upon.

The proposition is simple, and I

would like all my readers to understand

it. Half a million dollars' worth of

bonds are offered by President Lorenzo'

Snow, Trustee-in-Trust for the Church,

to whom all persons proposing to buy

them should apply. Five hundred of

these bonds are of the value of one hun-

dred dollars each; two hundred are of

the value of five hundred dollars each;

and three hundred and fifty are of the

value of one thousand dollars each.

They bear interest at the rate of six per

cent per year, and this is payable half-

yearly. Fifty thousand dollars per year

is to be set aside by the Trustee-in-

Trust as a fund with which to redeem^

the bonds, which redemption is to occur

in ten years, though he reserves the

right to redeem in five years if he so de-

sires. To the performance of all these

conditions the credit and honor of the

Church, by its Trustee-in-Trust, are

pledged—which to the Latter-day Saints

ought to mean, as it does mean to the

outside business world, that the bonds

are "as good as gold."

I have pointed out the great oppor-

tunity given the thrifty French people to

loan safely and profitably to their own
government, and how splendidly the

opportunity was utilized. It ought not

to be necessary to say much in advocacy

of the fine opportunity noA^ offered the

Latter-day Saints to loan safely and prof-

itably to the Church. Those whom I

would particularly wish to see interested

are not so much those who are in a posi-
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tion to buy the one-thousand dollar bond,

or perhaps even the bond of the value of

five hundred dollars. But the five hun-
dred bonds of the value of one hundred
dollars each are within the reach, I am
sure, of a sufficient number of those who
may not be called rich, to make their

disposal among this class an assured fact.

The big bonds will take care of them-

selves, and if it had been desired to get

rid of the whole issue in the quickest and
least troublesome manner, all of them
would have been of the larger denomina-
tion, because people of capital, bankers,

etc., like to deal with large hgures. But

it was felt that a plan ought to be adopted

which would allow people of less means to

become personally interested in the finan-

cial welfare of the Church. It was desired

that the humblest member of the Church

might, if possible be invited to acquire a

direct interest in it. And it was further-

more and most earnestly desired to en-

courage the Saints to be saving — to

stimulate them to put a little of their

earnings by from time to time—a little

fund for a "rainy day"—so that as oppor-

tunities of this kind present themselves,

the Saints might be the ones who, like

the middle classes in France nearly thirty

years ago, were in a position to take

quick advantage of them. The fact that

these bonds are for the poor ought to

bring from them a response that will

show appreciation of the spirit and

motive alluded to. And I shall be great-

ly disappointed if many and many a

family which I know does not become

the owner of one or more of these bonds.

A little effort on the part of parents and

children combined will in many instances

result in the gathering together of money
enough to buy at least one; and it is

easy to see how much rather the Church

authorities would see one bond in each

of five hundred families than to see five

hundred bonds all in one family or in

ten or even in fifty families. They want

to see the benefits diffused as widely as

possible; they want as many as possible

to be sharers in the profits and partakers

of the interest in Church business which

ownership of this kind is sure to create.

The Lord has led His people to a land

of plenty. He has prospered them ex-

ceedingly, and He will continue to do

so where they love Him and do His

will. In the old world there are thou-

sands who pawn their Sunday clothes on

Monday morning to raise money enough

to live on during the week, and then,

when Saturday night comes, take most

of their wages for the week to get their

clothes out of pawn again for the Sun-

day's use—and so on, week after week,

never getting ahead, never saving, never

able to see anything before them at last

but the poor house. This is a dreadful

condition to live in; and in many cases

there is no need for it at all. Of course

misfortune may have come to some, and

other circumstances may have made
this "hand-to-mouth" existence the only

one possible for a time; but in very

many cases it is due to a want of thrift

and a neglect of that good and some-

times heroic rule, to spend always a

little less than is earned. Certainly

among us as a people in these mountains

there can scarcely be found an instance

where it is not possible to save some-

thing; and every encouragement ought to

be given, both by precept and by exam-

ple, to even little children in the line

of economy^— to the end that the Lord

may speedily have—what He designs to

have and will have—a people who are

in a position to be lenders and not

borrowers, and who will have the in-

fluence, independence and power that

belong to wealth when properly used.

The Editor.
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RETROSPECTIVR

OR THIRTY-THREE years Ihe Juvenile Instructor has ful-

filled the high mission placed before and assumed by it in the

beginning of its career. It set out to be the companion and

teacher of young Latter-day Saints—the organ of "the Hope of

Israel." Today it reckons among its warmest friends hundreds of

men and women who as children were readers of its earliest pages.

Matured now in age and experience, they assure us that it is to them

the same welcome, cheerful, valued visitor that it was in those dis-

tant days, and that in the pleasure and profit with which their

children and their children's children now read it, they live over

again the delight with which they themselves awaited its coming a

third of a century ago. With the late President George A. Smith—

a

beloved friend of the Juvenile—they find its columns suitable for

readers of any age between six years and ninety ; and hence it has

come to pass that our books tell the pleasing story—"once a sub-

scriber, always a subscriber."

This evidence that our labors have been appreciated and our

friends satisfied is sweeter far than any formal praise that men can

give. To it we may add without conceit the consciousness that our

little periodical has deserved the good opinions it has won. Looking

back at the changes experienced, the trials endured, the difficulties

overcome, we are filled no less with wonder than with gratitude. It

was not our lot or wish to wait till population and prosperity among

the Saints should make the pathway easy for journalistic ventures.

Sufficient was it to know that a need existed for such a step— and it was

taken, disinterestedly yet hopefully that the reward would not be

withheld. We can truthfully say that apart from the appreciation

with which we know our efforts have been received, there is no ele-




